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2 Aud honeſtly expended. 
Ant of the repreſentatives, he had refuſed to grant 


The SPEECH of the Hon. 
: At a general Meeting of the Electors 
| WesTMINSTER - HALL, on MonDay 


the Purpoſe of conſidering of ſuch 
and alarming 


in the preſent critical 


tlemen, Clergy, and others, Electors 

of Weſtminſter, aſſembled in their mag- 
nificent Hall, in obedience to the ſammons of 
their t and conſtitutional Repreſentative, to 
con 
viſable, in the preſent critical and alarming fitua- 
tion of the kingdom. Among the number of 
high and reſpectable perſons were preſent, 
were The Earl of Surry, Earl of Derby, Earl of 
Northington, Earl Spencer, Lord Viſcount Al- 
thorpe, George Cavendiſh, Lord John Caven- 
diſh, Lord Robert Spencer, Lord Edward Bentinck, 
Sir William Wake, Sir Joſeph Mawbey, Sir Robert 
Smyth, Sir Thomas Frankland, Sir Thomas Gaſ- 
coigne, Sir Watkin Lewes, Sir Richard Hotham, 
General Burgoyne, General Honeywood, Hon. Mr. 
Wyndham, Hon. John Tounſhend, Hon. Col. 


M Os T numerous body, not Iefs than 
ow A nine thouſand, of the Noblemen, Gen- 


HE ' | tor (ah Doctor Jebb, Doctor Brockleſby, Mr. 


rke, Mr. Byng, Mr. Wilkes, Mr. Sheridan, 
Mr. William Beek ford, Mr. Richard Beckford, 
Mr. Thomas Scott, Mr. Brand Hollis, Rev. Mr. 


'* O'Beitne, Rev. Mr. Bromley, Mr. Colquhon, Cal. 
' . Byron, Mr. Churchill, Mr. H. Houſe, Mr. Pratt, 


Captain Vincent, Mr. Polhill, Mr. Smith, &c. 
c. &c. ; | 

bs Mr. Harry Houſe moved, that Mr. Fox be re- 

queſted to take the chair, which was univerſally 
reed to; in conſequence of which 

Mr. Fox then addrefled himſelf to the Electors. 


le began by obſerving, that it would be very un- 


neceſſary to remind them, that it was the un- 
doubted right and privilege of the People to aſ- 
- ſemble together, in order to take into conſidera- 
tion the ficuation of public affairs, and to addreſs 
"the Throne thereon. This, he ſaid, had been 


their right time immemorial, though it had of 


late grown out of uſe, except upon very extraor- 
C The eat ocenSon of their 
meeting together, he truſted, would be deemed a 
ſufficient ground for their 8 Every one 
muſt be ſenſible of the preſent alarming criſis of 
public affairs. Not that he had preſumed to call 


them together upon his own opinion. He had 


thought it r. to conſult their Committee, 
| which had ET ined laſt year, and they had 
held it fit that the EleQors of Weſtminſter ſhould 
be ſummoned together, for the p of 
rating with the EleQors of Great Britain in gene- 
ral, upon addrefling the Throne on the preſent 
alarming criſis of public afairs. 


They all knew, he ſaid, what had been the 


conſequence of the American war : they all knew 
that another entire army, conſiſting of 7,000 men 
under the command of Lord Cornwallis, had been 
loſt in the proſecution of the war. Nay, to ſo 
wretched a ſtate were the King's forces in Ame- 
rica at length reduced, that they had been obliged 
to give up thoſe very perſons they had invited to 


their ſtandard, by way of ſecuring them againſt - 


the people of America. Theſe, he ſaid, were the 
| deluded ple the Miniſtry ſo much talked 
about ; for they had been taught to believe, that 


coming to the King's ſtandard, they would have 
ir perſons .and properties ſecured, whereas. by 
the tenth article of the capitulation of Lord Corn- 
Wallis, they were to be given up by the King's 

--- Commander to I their enemies. 
Upon the capture of Lord Cornwallis, all men, 
he ſaid, had but one opinion of the American war. 
- They thought, and not without reaſon, that the 
preſent*ſeflion of Parliament would have com- 
" menced with the deepeſt contrition on the part of 
Miniſtry, for the war they had waged and carried 
on, and every one expected, they would have 
- humbled themſelves before the re 
| le, and have recommended a total change 
of meaſures. Inſtead of this, to the utter aſton- 
iſhment of all mankind, they had come to the 
Houſe, perſiſting in their errors, and had cauſed 


the e "oy not only to approve of the war, 


but to ügnify that it ſhould in future be perſever- 
ed in with more vigour than uſual. 


us, the 
ple, he ſaid, were plainly told from the 
Throne, that they ſhould be made to ſupport the 
war, in proportion to its want ot ſucceſs, and that 
its misfortunes ſhould only ſerve to encreaſe, and 


add to the burthens already laid upon them. 


It was the duty of the Public, he ſaid, that 
they ſhould provide the means of enabling the 
Soverdign to carry on the war, and it was the bu- 
f the repreſentarire in Parliament to take 

+ Aſh ſhould be properly 


care that the people's 
2 ing this to be the 


er of ſuch meaſures as might be thought ad- 


ole of co- ope · 


the members of your 


ſentatives of 


deſtruction, that they had been called together, 
for he never ſuppoſed, that when once the ſenti- 


ments of the le were made known to the So- 
vereign againſt the continuation of the American 
war, that the Sovereign would not attend to their 
petitions, and put an end to it. Jt was with this 
view that a petition to that purpoſe would be 
moved for ; but in the proceſs of the buſineſs, he 
intreated the eleQors, that their conduct might be 
peaceable and orderly, and entirely free from that 
riot and tumult which had thrown ſo great and 
general a diſcredit on the late meetings of the 
le, on another occaſion. 

Dr. Jebb came forward and ſaid, Your worthy 
Repreſentative has unfolded the occaſion of this 
meeting, and with that conſtitutional propriety, 
which has always marked his character, has ex- 


| proces his deſire of conferring with and 888 
his 


very reſpectable conſtituents on this awfu 
ſituation of public affairs. He has given official 
information of the purpoſe of Government, and 


of the diſpoſition of the Parliament to comply 


with the requiſition of the crown. I ebſerve with 
pleaſure, ſays he, that Mr. Fox has proceeded 
according to the principles of the Conſtitution, 
and the practice of the pureſt times 

- It was formerly the landable cuſtom, when the 
King ptopoſed to his Parliament matters of high 
importance, for the repreſentatives of the 


until conference with their conſtituents they 
had learned that the meaſures propoſed accorded 
with the ſentiments of the perſons from whom 
they had received their truſt, Mr Fox has revived 
this practice; and ſurely the Annals of our Hiſ- 
have never afforded a more awful occaſion 
than the preſent, when the very exiſtence of the 
country is at ſtake. 

It would be an inſult to 
the preſent unnatural and unfortunate war. It is 
the fruitful ſource of innumerable calamities. 
No ſituation ſo elevated, none ſo humble, which 
have not reaſon to lament its effects. With reſ- 

to its commencement, it was unfounded in 
principle, originating from an attempt to tax thoſe 
who, being unrepreſented, were not the proper 
objects of taxation by the Parliament of this coun- 
try: that. its progreſs was warked with injuries 
the moſt ſhocking to a free people ; their forms of 
ernment were ſubverted, and they were con- 
ucted with every ſpecies of inhumanity and out- 
rage ; that its object was not merely to exact a re- 
venue, but, by the eſtabliſhment of an army of 
placemen, to promote ſtill farther the praftice of 
corruption ; and by applying a fund for ſeducing 
Par iament from their duty, 
to eſtabliſh arbitrary power in this hitherto free 
and happy land. That ſuch were the intentions 
of the enemies of freedom, but that Providence, 
ſaid Dr. Jebb, with evident exultation, has de- 
feated their attempt, and the event hath been, that 
America is now FREE and INDEPENDENT. 

The evils attending the profecution of this war, 

can with difficulty be conceived ; but from the 


paſt misfortunes we may, however, draw ſome pre- 


age of what are to come, unleſs your virtue and 
ſpirit ſhall prevail. The advantages of an im- 
mediate reconciliation are as important, as the 
miſeries are certain, ſhould they continue the 
conteſt. Commerce will revive, antient habits 
will return, and if you withdraw your fleets and 
armies, and no longer inflame the minds of the 
people on the other ſide of the Atlantic, Engliſh- 


men and Americans, though long eſtranged from” 
the arts of evil men, will, like 


each other, b 
brethren, ruſh into each other's arms. 

Petition and remonſtrance ſeems the wiſeſt mode 
of proceeding, Suppoling you wiſh the termina- 


tion of this conteſt; it informs the King of the 


opinion of his ſubjects; and whatever may be the 


' peculiar character of your chief Magiſtrate, I will 


venture to ſay, he will not, he cannot reſiſt the 
unanimous wiſh of the Engliſh people. 

With refpe& to the conduct of the 23 
niſters, Dr. Jebb maintained, that their miſde- 
meanors exceeded all powers of numbers ; but that 
the petition he wiſhed to propoſe, requeſted their 
removal, on the ground that America would not 
truſt them ; and that every power in Europe, not 
engaged in the conteſt, deſpiſed them, and there- 
fore that peace was impraQticable while they di- 
rected the Councils of this country. That he 
wiſhed to comprehend the /ecrer as well as open 
adviſer of the meaſures in queſtion : and thought 
it was right to demand their diſmiſſion, as an evi- 


people 
to ſuſpend their aſſent to the royal requiſition, 


underſtanding to 


to this country from 


and had been conducted and continnedby!th 


In ſpeaking of the firſt, therefore, he would only 
advert to the principal and the leading features ; 
and in ſpeaking of the laſt, of his Majeſty's 7 
ſters, he would only advert to their general con“ 
duct, their ſyſtem, and their character. With 
re ſpect to the American war then, he was warranted 
in pronouncing, that it had originated in deluſion; 
it had been conducted, and was continued, in de- 
luſion. There were many virtuous and worthy 
men, who in the beginning were brought to 

to the war with the Colonies ; he did not condemns 
them for their conduct, though he had always dif- 
fered with them, and had done his utmoſt to per- 
ſuade them of their error. Theſe were country 
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orſous war, and obſerve the cireumſſances and 
conduct of the preſent. ; 

There were none preſent who did not remember 
the late Earl of Chatham: knew what his 
war was, and the events of it. alſo knew 
the war of the preſent Miniſters, and its conſe- 
quences, They had coſt the nation a great deal 
more to undo it, than the illuſtrious Miniſtry under 
the Earl of Chatham had expended, in advanc ing 
it to the higheſt ſtate of proſperity. 

Do you think theſe Miniſters are equal in abi- 


Hties to the great and vigorous men who conducted 


the laſt war, and who brought ſo great an acceſſion 
of territory to their country? There was one thing 


2 who thought that the ſucceſſes of the for which, as he bad ſaid, they blamed thoſe Mi- 


aft war, though they were great and brilliant, had 
been rather expenſive, and when the miniſter — 
m 


miſed them that we ſhould draw a revenue 


America to pay a part of theſe expences; and to 
alleviate the burthens of this country, they were 
deluded into an acquieſcence in the coercive mea- 
ſures againſt America. The war therefore was be- 
gun for the purpoſe of alleviating the burthens of 
is country, Gentlemen, fays Mr. Fox to his 
conſtituents, are you eaſed, are you lightened ? 
Have you felt the benefit of the American war in 
the decreaſe of taxes, in the extenſion of your \ 
commerce, in the thriving ſtate and opulence of 
your — No. Your burthens have been doubled, 
and his Majeſty's miniſters have broken their pro- 
miſes with you. They have not drawn a reve- 
nue from America to alleviates the weight of your 
taxes; but inſtead of this they have ſpent more in 
ewe ws ang, the empire, than the great and good 
conductors of the laſt war did in procuring the ad- 
dition of Canada, and of all the advantages and 
glory which were gained to Great Britain at that 
time. So far then the American war had fallen 
ſhort of the 2 for which it was commenced 
But it was ſaid, that i we ſhould ſ 
to become independent, and toeſtabliſh a ſeparate 
Republic, they would attack and conquer our 
Welt india iſlands, We muſt therefore go to war 
with America, for the purpoſe of ſaving our Weſt 
India iſlands. Had we ces neue" the deſired effect? 
We had loſt Dominica, Grenada, St. Vincent's, 
and Tobago. This was the manner in which we 
had ſaved the Weſt Indies by proſecuting the Ame- 
rican war. It was ſaid again, that if we did not 
reduce the Americans to dependance, that th 
would form an alliance with France, and France 
and America united would be too powerful for this 
country. This was ſaid; and what was the con- 
ſequence? We had purſued the war, and the Ame- 
ricans and French had entered into an alliance 
their armies were joined, and their armies thus 
joined had conquered and reduced one of the ar- 
mies of Great Britain. This then was the conſe- 
quence of the original deluſion. They had pro- 
miſed us a revenue from America, and they had 
doubled our burthens. They had promiſed to 
teQ-our iſlands in the Weſt Indies, and the 
ad loſt Dominica, Grenada, St. Vincent's, an 
Tobago. They had promiſed to reſtore America 
to its old connection and friendſhip with this coun- 
try, and America had entered inta.gn alliance with 
France. He was warranted in ſaying therefore 
that the American war had originated in deluſion, 
ame 
means. With reſpe& to his Majeſty's miniſters he 
would only ſay, as he had all along, that they had 
held out thoſe promiſes, knowing them to befalſe 
and deluſive; knowing that they had it not in 
their power to fulfil them. He did not know that 
they were paid by France, he did not ſuſpect it. 
France bad 
all know, Gentlemen, ſays he, that in the reign 
of Lewis XIV. our King and miniſtry were penſi- 
oned by France; but now they have refined upon 
their former policy, and they have contrived, Gen- 
tlemen, to make you pay thoſe miniſters for doing 
their buſineſs. 

What is the intereſt, and what the policy ofFrance 
at all times? To weaken this country, What 
then muſt have been the happineſs of France, when 
they ſaw Engliſhmen fight with Engliſhmen in 
America, and fight with Dutchmen in Europe ? 
This was brought about by his Majeſty's miniſters. 
Every blow that was ſtruck by Britain in this war; 
every blow directed againſt our fellow-ſubjeAs in 
America, or againſt our allies and old friends the 
Dutch, in Europe, was ſtruck for the aggrandize- 
ment and the advantage of France. eſe mini- 
ſters had declared, that it was a war of ambition 


on the part of France; and in truth it was ſo, for 


it muſt always be the policy of France to weaken 


refined upon its former policy. We 


niffers, that they had gone to immenſe expences, 
and that though their conqueſts were — 
great and ſplendid, their conqueſts were bought 
too dear, If the preſent ſet of men reſembl 


in any thing, it was in having contrived to make 


the country pay more money for diſmembering the 
Britiſh Empire, and loſing one half of it, than 
the others had ſpent in bringing to it ſo vaſt an 
acceſſion, and in raiſing it to ſo wonderful a height 
of ſplendor and fame. . | 

o talk of equality of mind, was im in 
the extreme; it was what no man of common 
ſenſe would believe. But it was what theſe Mi- 
niſters had held out to delude the people, and to 
make them fancy that they had nothi 
from a change of men, or a change of meaſures. 
With regard to the manner in which they had con- 
ducted this Yar, he had purpoſely avoided going 
into its detail, for the reaſon which he had men- 
tioned, that of its being totally unneceſſary 
There was only one thing which he muſt ſay, that 
when they ſaw, in the midſt of ſuch a war, fo 
many able, diſtinguiſhed and brave Generals and 
Admirals, who had been engaged in it, walking 
the ſtreets of the metropolis, or heard of them 
iving at their houſes in the country, they "muſt 
believe, that there was ſomething at the bottom of 
the ſyſtem, ſomething . rotten, poiſonous, or de 
fective, which drove theſe great men from the 
ſervice, and made it unſafe for them to venture to 
ſpill their blood for their country. They were 
men as high in renown, as diſtinguiſhed 1n their 
abilities, as eminent, and as beloved in the ſer- 
vice as any officers that ever exiſted; their zeal 
was equal to their talents; and ſuch men ſurely 
could not have been driven from their poſts, un- 


leſs ſome black, ſecret canker was at the heart of 


the ſyſtem. f 
He called to the recollection of the meeting the 
inferiority of our navy, conſidered with that of 
the enemy's, But what was truly alarming, the 
Miniſtry had at length declared officially, in the 
Houſe of Lords and Commons, that the navy of 
Great Britain war inferior, ever had been inferior, 
and would ever remain inferior to the enemy's If this 
language had been held by any one in Oppoſition, 
he would have been pronounced a diſaffected per- 
ſon, and would have been arraigned of raiſing a 
deſpondency in the public. The Miniſtry, how, 
ever, now officially declared it: and it might 
ſo under their management; but Mr. Fox 
would venture to ſay, that with the management 
of the navy in other hands, Great Britain would 
not ſh&w-an inferior fleet, nor leave the ſovereignty 
of the ſea at leaſt undiſputed. He much enlarged 
on this point, and ſhewed how neceſſary a ſuperior 
navy was to the honour, proſperity, and intereſt 
of the Britiſh empire. | 
This was all he had to ſay with reſpect to the 
American war, or to his Majeſty's Miniſters, Ag 
to the mode of redreſs proper to be purſued in theſe 


ccircumſtarces, it was his ſincere opinion, that the 


Addreſs, Remonſtrance and Petition moved for and 
read by Dr. Jebb, was the wiſeſt and the beſt means 
that could be adopted. It was dutita} and ſubmiſ- 
ſive, It was an earneſt appeal from the decifion of 
Miniſters. to the the wiſdom and virtues of his Maj 
jeſty. It ſpoke the ſentiments of a free Rog 
people, and ſpoke in a language which a good an 

conſtitutional King would be happy to hear from a 
loyal and a free people, A Crown Lawyer had 
ſaid upon a Jate occaſion in that hall, ſpeaking 
upon a petition, That he had often heard of 
+ bumble petitioners, of earneſt petitioners, of 
% ſubmiſſive petitioners, but he never wiſhed to 
«« hear of firm petitioners,” Notwithſtanding, ſays 


Mr. Fox, what this great Crown Lawyer has ſaid, 
I eruſt, that upon the preſent occaſion we ſhall be 
firm petitioners 
believe, that in ſaying, I truſt we ſhall be firm, 


But 1 would not have any man 


petitioners, that I mean by the word firmne/i, that 


5 to expect 


if poſſible, 


nion, that the differen 


* 


and of public pence. Let us petſtion with this fart” 
of firmneſs, the true, and indeed the on! hs ty 
nor which deſerves the name of firmneſs g and f 
truſt we ſhall gain our end. It has been ſaid, Will 
his Majeſty accept our humble Addreſs ? He could 


not believe it poſſible that his Majeſty, a Prince of 
the Houſe of Brunſwick, deſcended from anceſtors 
fo firmly at ta.che hk abs domare 
race, and who, of that attach 8 


been called by the voice of the people of Bogland 
to the throne of theſe kingdoms, It was impoſſible 
for him to believe, or to imagine, that ſuch 
Prince could refuſe to admit the humble petitions 
of his ſubjects, dutifully aſſembled for the redrefs 
of grievances, It was impoſſible for bim to enters 
tain, even for a moment the ſuſpicion, that his 
Majeſty could diſregard the voice ef the people of 
England ; that voice whicly bad ſeated his mily 
on the throne, and which was by the conftitutions 
the original and the ſupreme Majeſty of the lands 
from which all other authority was delegated,” and 
for whoſe liberty, ſecurity, and happinefs, all des 
legated authority, was held and exerciſed, Fe 
could not believe it pollible that his Majeſty could 
refuſe their Addreſs, or when he came to know, 


that their ſentiments and adviee, were the ſentiments 


and the advice of his people at large, that he would 
refuſe to comply therewith. The addreſs prayed; 
that an end might be put to the American wars 
to the ſyſtem and meaſures on which it was cons 
ducted, and that his Majeity's Miniſters might bg 
removed from his preſence and councils. 'Þ 
did not de ſire this laſt part of "their prayer from 
any other view than that mentioned: by his truly 
worthy and conſtitutional friend, Dr, Jebb, that the 
Americans would never ſubmit to enter into any 
treaty with men, of whom they had no opinion, 
and in whom they bad no confidence. This was 
the reaſon for which they ought to pray and peti · 
tion for the removal af chaſc men, that might 
have yet an opportunity of gonciliais 
the affe ctions of America, and of bringing the Co» 
lonies back to the boſom and the — ſhip of 
Great Britain. 2 
He had no more to ſay, but to acknowledge this 
many obligations which he was onder'to them for 
their kind confidence, and for the many fingalar 
favours with which they had loaded him. He was 
bound to them by every tie of gratitude and duty 
He had conſtantly ated in Parliament as became 
the Repreſentative of a free people z be bad acted 
op to the general declared ſenſe of that peaples 

e held himſelf bound to obey their inſtroGions 
They had ſent him to Parliament to guard theig 
rights, to protect their liberty, and to do theie 
buſineſs, not his own, He was bappy therefore; 
upon occaſions ſo very important, to meet thei 
thus in a general aſſembly, to hear their ſentiments; 
and to receive their * It was his fincere opt» 

counties and cities of En- 
gland had it in their power to put an end to the 
American war, and to the infamous ſyſtem, gndes 
which we had ſuffered ſo much, by concurrin 
in the loyal Addreſs to the Throne which Dr. Jeb 
had moved, and of which he moſt beartily en- 
tirely approved. He thought this, becauſe, as he 
had ſaid, he thought that his Majeſty would not 
perſevere in the war againſt. the declared voices f 
the people of England, He therefore fincerely 
hoped that it would extend, and that their firm and 
loyal application to the Throne would be crowned 
with the happy conſequences which it deſerved, 

The motion for agreeing to the Addreſs whick 
Dr. Jebb had moved, was now put and agreed 2s 
by the unanimous voice of the numerous and ras 
ſpectable body, and with the moſt expreſſive marks? 
of their heartfelt and warm approbation of it. 

The petition received a number of ſignatures in 
the hall, and it was declared, that notice would be 
given of the places where copies of it would lie for 
the convenience of receiving the names of the elec. 
tors in the different parts of the city. The thanks 
of the meeting were then moved and unanimouſly 
wy to Mr. Fox, for his manly and conſtitutional 
conduct as their Reprefentative in Parliament, and 
to requeſt him to continue his oppoſition to the 
American war, It was alſo moved and reſolved 89 
thank him for his conduct as Chairman of that 
meeting: and the reſolutions were ordered to be 
printed in the public papers. 

The buſineſs being thus cver, the body ſeparated, 
as they had aſſembled, with that order and peace» 
able deportment which good and reſpeQahle Citi» 
zens will always obſerve, called together by ſuffers 
ings almoſt inſuppartabic a damanliticeathorfors 


ry 


M Os T numerous body, not leſs than 

! nine thouſand, of the Noblemen, Gen- 

*% tlemen, Clergy, and others, Electors 

of Weſtminſter, aſſembled in their mag- 

nificent Hall, in obedience to the ſummons of 

their t and conſtitutional Repreſentative, ** to 
our of 


f ſuch meaſures as might be thought ad- 


viſable, in the preſent critical and alarming fitua- 
tion of the kingdom.” Among the number of 
' high and reſpectable perſons who were preſent, 
were The Earl of Surry, Earl of Derby, Earl of 
=; Northington, Earl Spencer, Lord Viſcount Al- 
mwmaorpe, Lord George Cavendiſh, Lord John Caven- 
& diſh, Lord Robert Spencer, Lord Edward Bentinck, 
| Sir William Wake, Sir Joſeph Mawbey, Sir Robert 
Smyth, Sir Thomas Frankland, Sir Thomas Gaſ- 
coigne, Sir Watkin Lewes, Sir Richard Hotham, 
General Burgoyne, General Honeywood, Hon. Mr. 
Wyndham, Hon. John Tounſhend, Hon. Col. 
itzparrick, Doctor Jebb, Doctor Brockleſby, Mr. 
— Mr. Byng, Mr. Wilkes, Mr. Sheridan, 
Mr. William Beckford, Mr. Richard Beckford, 
Mr. Thomas Scott, Mr. Brand Hollis, Rev. Mr. 
O'Beirne, Rev. Mr. Bromley, Mr. Colquhon, Cal. 
1 Byron, Mr. Churchill, Mr. H. Houſe, Mr. Pratt, 
2 Captain Vincent, Mr. Pol hill, Mr. Smith, &c. 
c. &c. | b 

Mr. Harry Houſe moved, that Mr. Fox be re- 
queſted to take the chair, which was univerſally 

agreed to ; in conſequence of which 
= Mr. Fox then addreſſed himſelf to the Electors. 
lille began by obſerving, that it would be very un- 
: neceſſary to remind them, that it was the un- 
doubted right and privilege of the People to aſ- 
ſemble together, in order to take into conſidera- 
tion the ſituation of public affairs, and to addreſs 
the Throne thereon. This, he ſaid, had been 


their rig 


of uſe 


n out upon. very extraor- 


ht time immemorial, though it had of 


deſtruction, that they had been called 
for he never ſuppoſed, that when once the ſenti- 
ments of the le were made known to the So- 
vereign againſt the continuation of the American 
war, that the Sovereign would not attend to their 
petitions, and put an end to it. Jt was with this 
view that a petition to that purpoſe would be 
moved for ; but in the proceſs of the buſineſs, he 
intreated the electors, that their conduct might be 
peaceable and orderly, and entirely free from that 
riot and tumult which had thrown ſo great and 
general a diſcredit on the late meetings of the 
le, on another occaſion. | 

Dr. Jebb came forward and ſaid, Your worthy 
Repreſentative has unfolded the occaſion of this 
meeting, and with that conſtitutional propriety, 
which has always marked his character, has ex- 

fed his deſire of conferring with and 8 
45 very reſpectable conſtituents on this awfu 
ſituation of public affairs. He has given official 
information of the purpoſe of Government, and 


of the diſpoſition of the Parliament to comply 


with the requiſition of the crown. I ebſerve with 
pleaſure, ſays he, that Mr. Fox has proceeded 
according to the principles of the Conſtitution, 
and the praQtice of the pureſt times 

It was formerly the landable cuſtom, when the 
King ptopoſed to his Parliament matters of high 
importance, for the repreſentatives of the 


until conference with their conſtituents the 

had learned that the meaſures propoſed accorded 
with the ſentiments of the perſons from whom 
they had received their truſt. Mr Fox has revived 
this practice; and ſurely the Annals of our Hiſ- 
tory have never afforded a more awful occaſion 


"Or 


It would be an inſult to your underſtandir 


meeting together, he truſted, would be deemed a 
ſufficient ground for their appearance. Every one 
muſt be ſenſible of the preſent alarming criſis of 
public affairs. Not that he had preſumed to call 

them together upon his own opinion. He had 

thought it proper. to conſult their Committee, 
Which had been appointed laſt year, and they had 
held it fit that the Electors of Weſtminſter ſhould 


be ſummoned together, for the purpoſe of co-ope- 


rating with the Electors of Great Britain in gene- 
ral, upon addreſſing the Throne on the preſent 
alarming criſis of public affairs. 

They | 
conſequence of the American war : they all knew 
that another entire army, conſiſting of 7,000 men 
under the command of Lord Cornwallis, had been 
5 loſt in the proſecution of the war, Nay, to ſo 
| wretched a ſtate were the King's forces in Ame- 

rica at length reduced, that they had been obliged 
to give op 4ghoſe very perſons they had invited to 


| - * their ſtandard, by way of ſecuring them againſt 


le of America. Theſe, he ſaid, were the 
__ - delbd ple the Miniſtry ſo much talked 
* about; "ogg they had been taught to believe, that 
_— . to the King's ſtandard, they would have 
| | ir perſons and properties ſecured, whereas. by 
the tenth article of the capitulation of Lord Corn- 
wuallis, they were to be given up. by the King's 
— — to the mere of their enemies. 
pon the capture of Lord Cornwallis, all men, 
= he ſaid, had but one opinion of the American war. 
3 - They thought, and not without reaſon, that the 
= _- preſent®ſcfhon of Parliament would have com- 
menced with the deepeſt contrition on the part of 
MIinictry, for the war they had waged and carried 
on, and every one expected, they would have 
| _ humbled themſelves before the repreſentatives of 
CC... the le, and have recommended a total change 
2 f e e Inftead of this, to the utter aſton- 
iſkment of all mankind, they had come to the 
Houſe, perſiſting in their errors, and had cauſed 
the Sovercign, not only to approve of the war, 
- but to An that it ſhould in future be ever- 
ed in with more vigour than uſual. as, the 
people, he ſaid, were plainly told from the 
3H hrone, that they ſhould be made to ſupport the 
"= IP war, in proportion to its want ot ſucceſs, and that 
Fe 5. hs Sr ob ſhould only ſerve to encreaſe, and 


the 


= - - add to the burthens already laid upon them. 
_—_ = It was the duty of the Public, he ſaid, that 
| they ſhould: provide the means of enabling the 
Sovereign to carry on the war, and it was the bu- 
ſmeſs of the 3 in Parliament to take 
- * = care that the people's money ſhould be properly 
ud honeftly expended. ing this to be the 
duty of the repreſentatives, he had refuſed to grant 


W W 


nnen from the Miniſtry, that the American war 
1 aud be Aconti e, and & total change of 
HH . | meaſures reſolved upon. pi 
"8 Mr. Fox touched upon the preſent ſituation of 
=- things, and drew a very melancholy, though too 
| - +. Ervea picture of them. Our commerce, he (aid, 
dad been totally ruined, ourreſources'exhauſted, and 


=», rendered complete and intire under the manage- 
1 ment of the preſent weak and wicked Adminiſtra- 
2 Aion. It was to colle& the ſenſe of the people on 
the preſent of affairs, in order that the 
fame might de laid at the foot of the Throne, as 

- a means of ſaving the Britiſh empire from total 


N 


all knew, he ſaid, what had been the 


any further ſupples, until ſome pledge ſhould be 


+. {the diſgrace and ignominy of the Britiſi empire 


the fruitful ſource of innumerable calamities. 
No ſi tuation ſo elevated, none ſo humble, which 
have not reaſon to lament its effects. With reſ- 
pe& to its commencement, it was unfounded in 
principle, originating from an attempt to tax thoſe 
who, being unrepreſented, were not the proper 
objects of taxation by the Parliament of this coun- 
try: that. its progreſs was warked with injuries 
the moſt ſhocking to a free people ; their forms of 
ernment were ſubvert. and they were con- 
ucted with every ſpecies of inhumanity and out- 
rage ; that its object was not merely to exact a re- 


venue, but, by the eſtabliſhment of an army of 


placemen, to promote ſtill farther the practice of 
corruption ; and by applying a fund for ſeducing 
the members of your Parliament from their duty, 
to eſtabliſh arbitrary power in this hitherto free 
and happy land. That ſuch were the intentions 
of the enemies of freedom, but that Providence, 
ſaid Dr. Jebb, with evident exultation, has de- 
feated their attempt, and the event hath been, that 
America is now FREE and INDEPENDENT. 

The evils attending the profecution of this war, 
can with difficulty + conceived ; but from the 


misfortunes we may, however, draw ſome pre- 


age of what are to come, unleſs your virtue and 
ſpirit ſhall prevail. The advantages of an im- 
mediate reconciliation are - as important, as the 
miſeries are certain, ſhould they continue the 
conteſt. Commerce will revive, antient habits 
will return, and if you withdraw your fleets and 
armies, and no longer inflame the minds of the 
people on the other fide of the Atlantic, Engliſh- 
men and Americans, though long eſtranged from 
each other, b 
brethren, ruſh into each other's arms. AR 
Petition and remonſtrance ſeems the wiſeſt mode 
of proceeding, Suppoling you wiſh the termina- 
tion of this conteſt ; it informs the King of the 
opinion of his ſubjects; and whatever may be the 


' peculiar character of your chief Magiſtrate, I will 


venture to ſay, he will not, he cannot reſiſt the 
unanimous wiſh of the Engliſh erf | 

With reſpe& to the conduct of the 8 Mi- 
niſters, Dr. Jebb maintained, that their miſde- 
meanors exceeded all powers of numbers ; but that 
the petition he wiſhed to propoſe, requeſted their 
removal, on the ground that America would not 
truſt them; and that every power in Europe, not 
engaged in the conteſt, deſpiſed them, and there- 
fore that peace was impracticable while they di- 
rected the Councils of this country. That he 
wiſhed to comprehend the /ecret as well as open 
adviſer of the meaſures in queſtion : and thought 
it was right to demand their diſmiſſion, as an evi- 
dence of the ſincerity of our purpoſe, and a proof 
of our deſire to reſtore the bleflings of peace, 

Dr. Jebb then propoſed the preſenting of the 
petition ſimilar to that of London, which he read 
and moved. 

Mr. Colquhon ſeconded the motion, declaring 
he moſt warmly and fincerely believed this to be 
the moſt eligible method of putting an end to the 
American war, and to all our calamities. 

Mr. Fox then came forward, and addreſſed his 
Conſtituents in a ſhort but moſt animated ſpeech. 
He ſaid, to expatiate upon the conduct and mis- 
fortunes of the American war at this moment, he 
truſted would be needleſs; to expatiate on the er- 
rors of his Majeſty's miniſters would be endleſs. 


, 


her, 


people 
to ſuſpend their aſſent to the royal requiſition, 


the arts of evil men, will, like 


In ſpeaking of the firſt, therefore, he'would only 
advert to the principal and the leading features ; 
and in ſpeaking of the laſt, of his Majeſty's mini 

ſters, he would only advert to their general conꝰ 
duct, their ſyſtem, and their character. With 
re ſpect to the American war then, he was warranted 


in pronouncing, that it had originated in deluſion ; 


it had been conducted, and was continued, in de- 
luſion. There were many virtuous and worthy 
men, who in the beginning were brought to agree 
to the war with the Colonies; he did not condemn- 
them for their conduct, though he had always dif- 
fered with them, and had done his utmoſt to per- 
ſuade them of their error- Theſe were country 
ntlemen, who thought that the ſucceſſes of the 
aft war, though they were great and brilliant, had 
been rather expenſive, and when the miniſter pro - 
. miſed them that we ſhould draw a revenue from 
America to pay a part of theſe expences; and to 
alleviate the burthens of this country, 
deluded into an acquieſcence in the coercive mea- 
ſures againſt America. The war therefore was be- 
gun for the purpoſe of alleviating the buſthens of 
this country, entlemen, ſays Mr. Fox to his 
conſtituents, are you eaſed, are 3 u lightened ? 
Have you felt the benefit of the American war in 


the decreaſe of taxes, in the extenſion of your 


commerce, in the thriving ſtate and opulence of 
your city? No, Your burthens have been doubled, 
and his Majeſty's miniſters have broken their pro- 
miſes with you. They have not drawn a reve- 
nue from America to alleviate the weight of your 
taxes; but inſtead of this they have ſpent more in 
diſmembering the empire, than the great and good 
conductors of the laſt war did in procuring the ad- 
dition of Canada, and of all the advantages and 
glory which were gained to Great Britain at that 
time. So far then the American war had fallen 
hort of the purpoſe for which it was commenced. 
1 Va . We 10 . Fer Americ: 

to become independent, and togſtabliſh a ſeparate 
Republic, they would attack and conquer our 
Welt India iſlands, We muſt therefore go to war 
with America, for the purpoſe of ſaving our Weſt 
India iſlands. Had we Lows — the defired effect? 
We had loſt Dominica, Grenada, St. Vincent's, 
and Tobago. This was the manner in which we 
had ſaved the Weſt Indies by proſecuting the Ame- 
rican war, It was ſaid again, that if we did not 
reduce the Americans to dependance, that they 
would form an alliance with France, and France 
and America united would be too powerful for this 
country. This was ſaid ; and what was the con- 


ſequence? We had purfued the war, and the Ame- - 


ricans and French had entered into an alliance— 
their armies were joined, and their armies thus 
joined had conquered and reduced one of the ar- 
mies of Great Britain. This then was the conſe- 
quence of the original deluſion. They had pro- 
miſed us a revenue from America, and they had 
doubled our burthens. They had promiſed to 
tect- our iſlands in the Weſt Indies, and th 
ad loſt Dominica, Grenada, St. Vincent's, an 
Tobago. They had promiſed to reſtore America 
to its old connection and friendſhip with this coun- 
try, and America had entered inta.an alliance with 
France. He was warranted in ſaying therefore 
that the American war had originated in deluſion, 
and had been conducted and continnedby;theffame 
means. With reſpect to his Majeſty's miniſters he 
would only ſay, as he had all along, that they had 
held out thoſe promiſes, knowing them to befalſe 
and deluſive; knowing that they had it not in 
their power to fulfil them. He did not know that 
they were yu by France, he did not ſuſpeR it. 
France ha 
all know, Gentlemen, ſays he, that in the reign 
of Lewis XIV. our King and miniſtry were-penſi- 
oned by France; but now they have . ee 
their former policy, and they have contrived, Gen- 
tlemen, to make you pay thoſe miniſters for doing 
their buſineſs. 

What is the intereſt, and what the policy ofFrance 
at all times? To weaken this country. What 
then muſt have been the happineſs of France, when 
they ſaw Engliſhmen fight with Engliſhmen in 
America, and fight wich Datchmen in Europe ? 
This was brought about by his Majeſty's minifters. 
Every blow that was truck by Britain in this war; 
every blow directed againſt our fellow-ſubjeQs in 
America, or againſt our allies and old friends the 
Dutch, in Europe, was ſtruck for the aggrandize- 
ment and the advantage of France. 
ſters had declared, that it was a war of ambition 

on the part of France; and in truth it was ſo, for 
it muſt always be the policy of France to weaken 
and reduce this country. To defeat the purpoſes 
of the Houſe of Bourbon---the Catholic powers of 
Europe---what had been the plan and ſyſtem of 
' Miniſters ? They had ſeparated and divided the 
two great Proteſtant powers of Europe, whoſe bu- 
ſineſs and intereſt it always was, and muſt be, to re. 


fiſt and to check the ambition of France and Spain. 


Gentlemen, ſays he, the miniſtry have ſaid that there 
is a natural equality among men. Not that they 
are equal in rights, in privileges, in liberty, for 
in theſe indeed they are equal ; but that they are 
all equal in abilities, in knowledge, and in the 
talents of the mind. Will you a to this aſſer- 
tion, Gentlemen ? Call to recollection the circum- 
ſtances and the conduct of the laſt memorable and 


"$7 : 


y were 


refined upon its former policy. We 


eſe mini- 


* . 


orſous war, and obſerve the cireumſſances af 
conduct of the preſent. _ ; 
There were none 22 who did not remember 


the late Earl of Chatham: knew what his 
war was, and the events of in Ther alſo knew 


the war of the preſent Miniſters, and its conſe- 
quences. They had coſt the nation a great deal 
more to undo it, than the illuſtrious Miniſtry under 
the Earl of Chatham had expended, in adyancing 
it to the higheſt ſtate of proſperity, 

Do you think theſe Miniſters are. equal in abi- 
ſities to the great and vigorous men who conducted 
the laſt war, and who brought ſo great an acceſſion 
of territory to their country ? There was one thin 

For which, as he had ſaid, they blamed thoſe Mi- 
niffers, that they had gone to immenſe expences, 
and that though their conqueſts were undoubtedly 
great and ſplendid, their conqueſts were bought 
too dear, If the preſent ſet of men reſembledahem 
in any thing, it was in having contrived to ma 
the country pay more money 7A diſmembering the 
Britiſh Empire, and loſing one half of it, than 
the others had ſpent in bringing to it ſo vaſt an 
acceſſion, and in raiſing it to ſo wonderful a height 
of ſplendor and fame. . Par 

o talk of equality of mind, was impotence in 
the extreme; it was what no man of common 
ſenſe would believe. But it was what theſe Mi- 
niſters had held out to delude the people, and to 
make them fancy that they had noch 
from a change of men, or a change of meaſures. 
With regard to the manner in which they had con- 
ducted this War, he had purpoſely avoided going 
into its detail, for the reaſon which he had men- 
tioned, that of its being totally unneceſſary 
There was only one thing which he muſt ſay, that 
when they ſaw, in the midſt of ſuch a war, fo 
many able, diſtinguiſhed and brave Generals and 
Admirals, who had been engaged in it, walking 
e ſtreets of the metropolis, or heard of them 
wing at 
believe, that there was ſomething at the bottom of 
the ſyſtem, ſomething rotten, poiſonous, or de- 
feftive, which drove theſe great men from the 
ſervice, and made it unſafe for them to venture to 
ſpill their blood for their country. They were 
men as high in renown, as diſtinguiſhed in their 
abilities, as eminent, and as beloved in the ſer- 
vice as any officers that ever exiſted ; their zeal 
was equal to their talents; and ſuch men ſurely 
could not have been driven from their poſts, un- 


to expect 


eir houſes in the country, they muſt. 


ke | 


leſs ſome black, ſecret canker was at the heart of 


the ſyſtem. | 
He called to the recollection of the meeting the 
inferiority of our navy, conſidered with that of 
the enemy's, But what was truly alarming, the 
Miniſtry had at length declared officially, in the 
Houſe of Lords and Commons, that the navy of 
Great Britain war inferior, ever had been inferior, 
and would ever remain inferior to the enemy's If this 
language had been held by any one in Op on, 
he would have been pronounced a diſaffected per - 
ſon, and would have been arraigned of railing a 
deſpondency in the public. The Miniſtry, how, 
ever, now officially declared it: and it might 
be ſo under their management; but Mr. Fox 
would venture to ſay, that with the management 
of the navy in other hands, Great Britain would 


not ſhew an inferior fleet, nor leave the ſovereignty - 


of the ſea at leaſt undiſputed. He much enlarged 
on this point, and ſhewed how neceſſary a ſuperior 
navy was to the honour, proſperity, and intereſt 
of the Britiſh empire. | 
* - This was all he had to ſay with reſpect to the 
American war, or to his Majeſty's Miniſters, As 
to the mode of redreſs proper to be purſued in theſe 
circumſtances, it was his ſincere opinion, that the 
Addreſs, Remonſtrance and Petition moved for and 
read by Dr. Jebb, was the wiſeſt and the beſt means 
that could be adopted. It was dutiful and ſubmiſ- 
ſive, It was an earneſt appeal from the decifion of 
Miniſters, to the the wiſdom and virtues of his Maj 
jeſty. It ſpoke the ſentiments of a free = 
people, and ſpoke in a language which a good an 
conſtitutional King would be happy to hear from a 
loyal and a free people, A Crown Lawyer had 
. ſaid upon a late occaſion in that hall, peaking 
upon a petition, ** That he had often heard of 
5 bumble petitioners, of earneſt petitioners, of 
« ſubmiſſive petitioners, but be never wiſhed to 
«« hear of frm petitioners,” Notwithſtanding, ſays 
Mr. Fox, what this great Crown Lawyer has ſaid, 
I truſt, that upon the preſent occaſion. we ſha!l be 
petitioners —— But 1 would not have any man 


believe, that in ſaying, I truſt we ſhall be firm, 


petitioners, that I mean by the word firmne/4, that 
we ſhall be violent in our reſolutions, or outra- 
geous in our conduct; that we ſhall inſult Majeſty 
with unbecoming mandates, trample on the laws, 
or promote public diſorder. No, that is not the 
quality nor the conſequence of firmne/s. Firmneſs 
implies, a ſteadineſs of temper, a reſolution, an 
evenneſs, and a gravity of mind, not to be pro- 
voked into haſty violence and outrage. Firmnefs 
is accompanied with moderation, it is ſtrengthened 
by calmneſs, it is connected with order, decency, 
and juſtice. 
is, let us be temperate, cool, diſpaſſionate and 
compoſed. Let us expreſs our loyalty to the King 
and his family, our reverence for the laws of the 


land, and our love of order, of good government, 


* 


Let us then be firm petitioners, that 


_ tion for the removal of 
if poſſible, have yet 


and of public peace. Tt us petfriod with this dog 
of firmneſs, the true, and 1— the onl a 
nor which deſerves the name of firmneſs s and £ 
truſt we ſhall gain our end. It has been ſaid, "Will 
his Majeſty accept our humble Addreſs ? He could 
not believe it poſſible that his Majeſty, a Prince of 
the Houſe of Brunſwick, deſcended from anceltors 
fo firmly attached, tg ade Rene bemarn 
race, and who, off et of that attaelhnltac. has 
been called by the voice of the people of Bog 
to the throne of theſe kingdoms, It was impoſiile 
for him to believe, or to imagine, that ſuch" 
Prince could refuſe to admit the homble itions 
of his ſubjects, dutifully aſſembled for the rache 
of grievances, It was impoſſible for bim to enters? 
tain, even for a moment the ſuſpicion, that is 
Majeſty could diſregard the voice ef the people of 
England ; that voice which bad ſeated his family 
on the throne, and which was by the conflitutions 
the original and the ſupreme Majeſty of the lands 
from which all other authority was delegated,” and 
for whoſe liberty, ſecurity, and happinefs, all das 
legated authority, was held and - exerciſed, Me 
could not believe it poſſible that his Majeſty cout 
re fuſe their Addreſs, or when he came to knows 
that their ſenticents and advice, were the ſentiments 
and the advice of his people at large, that be would 
refuſe to comply therewith. The addreſs prayed; 
that an end might be "22s to the American wats 
to the ſyſtem and meaſures on which it was eons 
ducted, and that his Majeſty's Miniſters mige 
removed from his preſence and councite. 
did not deſire this laſt part of their prayer from 
any other view than that mentioned s truly 
worthy and conſtitutional friend, Dr, Jebb, that the 
Americans would never fubmit to enter into any! 
treaty with men, of whom they had no opinions! 
and in whom they had no confidence. This was 
the reaſon for which they ought to pray and pe 
thaſeæ men, that they mighty 
an opportunity of gonciliath 
the affeQtions of America, and of bringing the Cox 
lonies back to the boſom and the friendhip of 
Great Britain, Se 

He had no more to fay, but to acknowledge the 
many obligations which he was under to them for 
their kind confidence, and for the many ſingular 
favours with which they had loaded him. He was 
bound to them by every tie of gratitude and des 
He had conſtantly ated in Parliament as became 
the Repreſentative of a free people 3 he bad atied 
op to the general declared ſenſe of that peoples 

e held himſe!f bound to obey their intresse 
They had ſent him to Parliament to guard their 
rights, to protect their liberty, and to do their 
buſineſs, not his own, He was bappy therefore: 
upon occaſions ſo very important, to meet them 
thus in a general aſſembly, to hear their ſentiments; 
and to receive their orders; It was his fincere opy 
nion, that the different counties and cities of Ene 
gland had it in their power to put an end to the 
American war, and to the infamous ſyſtem, nndes 
which we had ſuffered ſo much, by concurrin 
in the loyal Addreſs to the Throne which Dr. feb 
had moved, and of which he moſt heartily en- 
tirely approved. He thought this, becauſe, as ha 
had faid, he thought that his Majeſty would not 
perſevere in the war againſt the declared-voice.of 
the people of England, He therefore — 
hoped that it would extend, and that their firm 
loyal 9 to the Throne would be crowned 
with the happy conſequences which it deſerved. 

The motion for agreeing to the Addreſs Which 
Dr. Jebb had moved, was now put and agreed to, 
by the unanimous voice of the numerous and res 
ſpectable body, and with the moſt expreſſive marks? 
of their heartfelt and warm approbation of it. 

The petition received a number of ſignatures in 
the hall, and it was declared, that notice would be 

iven of the places where- Copies of it would lie for 
Ne convenience of receiving the names of the elec. 
tors in the different parts of the city. The thanks 
of the meeting were then moved and unanimonily 
wo to Mr. Fox, for his manly and conſtitutional 
conduct as their Reprefentative in Parliament, and 
to requeſt him to continue his oppoſition to the 
American war. It was alſo moved and reſolved to 
thank him for his conduct as Chairman of that 
meeting: and the reſolations were ordered to be 
printed in the public papers. 

The buſineſs being thus cver, the body ſeparated, 
as they had aſſembled, with that order and peace» 
able deportment which good and reſpectable Citi 
zens will always obferve, called together by ſuffers 
ings almoſt infupportable by human ſtrength or fors 
titude. They agreed to approach the throne with 
a grave and ſolemn appeal, declaring their general 
fenſe of the common calamity. They were in eats 
neſt in what they did, and, while their petirion was 
conveyed in language open and explicit, they hew's 
in their own demeanor a firm and ſerious convidea 
of the neceſſity of the redreſs for which they applied; 
That their virtuous efforts for our deliverance may 
be crowned with ſucceſs! muſt be the prayers 


every good and honeſt man. 
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